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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mk.  CllAIltMAN  AND  GeNTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  present  my  Fifth  Annual  Report. 

AREA. 

The  corrected  area  of  the  District  is  -13,96-1  acres. 

POPULATION. 

There  has  been  less  emigration  during  the  year,  and  I have  raised 
my  estimate  of  the  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year,  from  15,000 
to  15,100. 

BIRTHS. 

There  have  been  only  316  (157  males,  159  females)  births  in  the 
District,  in  the  year.  This  figure  is  nearly  100  less  than  the  average 
births  for  the  past  ten  years  and  is  lower  than  any  previously 
recorded.  Until  the  year  1906,  the  births  in  the  District  constantly 
numbered  over  100.  I think  the  explanation  is  still  to  be  found  in 
the  emigration  in  the  year  1908,  of  a large  number  of  young  married 
people.  After  careful  investigation  I cannot  find  any  other  special 
cause,  such  as  has  occurred  in  the  North  of  England. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  178  (93  males  and  85 
females),  giving  a total  death  rate  of  11-79  per  1000  per  annum. 
Excluding  1906,  when  there  were  75  deaths,  this  is  lower  than  any 
year  in  the  past  ten  years,  for  which  the  average  death  rate  has  been 
11-1  Omitting  the  Workhouse,  in  which  Institution  there  were  11 
deaths,  the  death  rate  is  8-8  per  1000  per  annum  of  the  population. 

On  referring  to  Table  1 it  will  be  noticed  that  the  death  rate  for 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  extraordinarily  low.  There  were 
altogether  only  18  deaths,  compared  with  an  average  of  18  for  the 
past  ten  years. 

In  Table  5 it  will  be  seen  that  six  of  these  were  due  to  inanition 
in  the  first  few  days  of  life  ; only  three  were  referred  to  Diarrhoea  and 
enterities,  for  which  the  cold  wet  summer  gives  an  explanation  ; and 
only  two  wasting  diseases. 
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The  chief  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  the  above  very  satisfactory 
facts  are  that  the  treatment,  care,  and  feeding  of  infants  in  the 
District  have  in^the  past  few  years  undergone  an  immense  improve- 
ment, and  this  improvement  has  taken  place  without  the  large 
expenditure  on  Health  Visitors  and  other  public  servants  which  has 
been  found  necessary  in  some  places. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  mains  of  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  have  now  been 
completed  in  the  Parish  of  Teynham.  The  wells  in  the  District  have 
mostly  risen  several  feet  since  the  heavy  rains  of  the  autumn. 

MILK  SUPPLY,  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  35  Eegistered  Dairies  in  the  District. 

The  recommendations  as  to  structural  alterations,  ventilation, 
etc.,  recommended  after  my  last  inspection  have  been  carried  out  and 
a general  improvement  is  to  be  observed. 

The  Cows  on  the  whole  are  a healthy  lot,  on  superficial 
examination,  but  no  Veterinary  Inspector  has  been  appointed,  nor 
have  Veterinary  examinations  been  made  by  order  of  the  Council, 
nor  have  I found  it  necessary  to  recommend  any. 

The  Milk  Stores  are  on  the  whole  noticeably  clean.  There  are 
no  Milk  Shops  in  the  District.  iThe  vessels  are  well  attended  to  and 
kept  clean  by  scalding. 

General  care  is  taken  to  see  that  the  Eegulations  which  came 
into  force  in  the  District,  on  September  1st,  1888,  under  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885,  are  attended  to. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  14  slaughter  houses.  These  are  all  situated  in  the 
vicinity  of  small  butchers  shops.  The  cleansing  and  limewashing 
are  regularly  attended  to  and  the  animals  have  a good  supply  of 
water. 

This  latter  is  seen  to  by  the  slaughtermen  in  their  own  interests, 
for  they  say  that  if  an  animal  is  kept  short  of  water  that  it  adds  very 
much  to  the  difficulty  of  skinning  it. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I visit  the  slaughter  houses  at  all 
times,  including  the  time  of  slaughtering,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
visits  the  local  market,  and  if  any  suspicious  animals  were  found  he 
would  take  action  as  recommended  in  the  Tuberculosis  Orders  of 
1899.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  no  special  certificate  in  meat 
inspection. 

No  suspicious  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  found  during  the  past 

year. 
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FOOD  SUPPLY. 

No  analysis  of  food  or  milk  have  been  undertaken  in  the  past  year. 

SURVEY  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

A tliorough  house  survey  of  the  District  is  being  made  by  Mr. 
F.  G Johnson,  who  was  engaged  to  do  it.  The  work  is  being  well 
done,  and  the  plan  and  particulars  of  each  house  entered  on 
a card.  See  i\.ppendix  A. 

Approximate  scale  plans  of  each  dwelling  and  its  drainage  are 
dfawn  on  the  hack  of  each  card.  Up  to  the  present  time  about  1400 
houses  have  been  reported  on,  out  of  a total  of  3232  in  the  District. 

I read  each  card  and  mark  all  defects  which  appear  to  require 
remedying  and  send  the  cards  on  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
attends  to  all  flagrant  cases  at  once  and  will  then  attend  to  the  others 
in  rotation,  and  note  on  the  card  the  work  done. 

There  are  a very  great  many  defects  to  be  remedied  and  I trust 
in  my  next  Annual  Eeport  to  give  a general  analysis  and  report  on 
the  special  survey. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  very  heavy  rainfall  during  the  year  has  led  to  much  difficulty 
in  the  scavenging  in  the  Parishes  of  Teynham  and  Lynsted,  and  the 
Contractor  has  had  a great  many  more  calls  to  empty  cesspools  than 
is  usual. 

The  level  of  the  ground  water  is  very  much  higher  than  it  has 
been  for  many  years,  and  as  many  of  the  old  cesspools  are  not  water- 
tight, water  runs  into  the  cesspool,  in  some  cases,  as  soon  as  it  has 
i)een  emptied. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  suggested  notices  have  been  placed  at  Kemsdale  and  Brook 
Bridge,  warning  the  inhabitants  that  the  stream  containing  Boughton 
sewerage,  is  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  early  part  of  the  year  was  notable  for  the  very  dangerous 
outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  Boughton  Wesleyan  School,  and  the 
continuance  of  the  epidemic  at  Hernhill  School,  referred  to  in  my 
1908  report. 

HERNHILL  SCHOOL. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  I advised  closure  of  these  schools 
from  October  2Gth  till  November  16th,  1908. 
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There  were  four  fresh  cases  of  diphtheria  between  November  28th 
and  ])ecember  3rd,  and  I again  recommended  closure  from  November 
30th  till  December  .14th.  There  was  no  further  case  till  January  6th 
and  I had  again  to  close  the  school  from  January  11th  till  the  25th. 
During  all  this  time  most  strenuous  care  was  being  given  to  isolation, 
inspection  of  other  children,  sanitary  precautioiis,  school  disinfection, 
&c.,  and  yet  the  disease  was  clearly  being  spread  in  the  school. 
Having  thus  proved  the  inutility  of  school  closure  in  combating  the 
epidemic,  I asked  Dr.  Howarth,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
to  undertake  the  Bacteriological  examination  of  all  inflamed  throats 
in  the  school.  He  came  on  January  21st,  and  we  agreed  to  keep  the 
school  closed  till  February  3rd,  when  together  we  examined  every 
child  in  the  school,  and  separated  and  swabbed  every  suspicious 
throat,  and  the  throats  of  every  child  that  had  had  diphtheria  in  the 
past  three  months,  but  no  diphtheria  bacilli  were  found  in  any  of  the 
cases. 

On  February  17th,  all  the  pencils  used  by  the  lower  classes  wnre 
destroyed. 

It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a more  easy  way  of  spreading  the 
disease,  than  by  an  infectious  child  licking  a pencil  one  day,  and 
another  child  licking  the  same  pencil  another  day. 

To  show  the  persistent  character  of  the  infection,  one  boy  wBo 
was  notilied  to  me  with  diphtheria,  on  October  22nd,  1908,  who  was 
treated  at  home,  was  found  to  have  Klebs  Loftier  Diphtheria  Bacilli 
in  his  throat,  by  bacteriological  examination  on  January  31st,  and  in 
that  particular  case  I had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  the  parents 
to  keep  him  properly  isolated  at  home. 

In  the  whole  epidemic  there  were  21  cases  and  four  deaths. 

1 have  advised  the  School  Authorities  for  the  future,  to  provide 
every  child  with  separate  pens  and  pencils. 

BOUGHTON  WESLEYAN  SCHOOL 

At  the  end  of  January,  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  occurred  at 
these  schools,  to  account  for  which,  I could  find  no  connection  with 
the  Hernhill  epidemic,  though  the  cases  were  of  the  same  malignant 
type.  I closed  this  school  for  three  weeks,  from  February  1st  to 
February  22nd,  and  when  the  school  reassembled  on  that  day.  Dr. 
Howarth  having  kindly  supplied  me  with  swabs,  I examined  the 
whole  school,  and  swabb  ed  ail  suspicious  throats.  These  swabs  were 
sent  to  Dr.  Howarth  at  the  K.C  C.  laboratory.  On  February  25th 
I got  a telegram  saying  that  bacilli  had  been  found  in  the  swab  from 
the  throat  of  a boy  who  had  been  poorly  and  who  had  attended  school 
whilst  suffering  from  diphtheria. 
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This  hoy,  therefore,  probably  was  the  first  case,  and  infected  the 
others. 

Another  outbreak  of  five  cases  occurred  a?non"st  the  Boughton 
children  in  May.  In  reply  to  my  request  !)]•.  Howarth  sent  his 
assistant,  J3r.  Dundas,  and  we  took  20  sw^abs.  In  three  cases 
diphtheria  bacilli  were  found,  and  in  two  cases  Hoffman’s  bacilli. 
These  apparently  were  all  the  cases,  for  no  others  occured,  and  I did 
not  close  the  school.  That  such  children  could,  without  being 
suspected  of  illness,  attend  the  school  in  an  infectious  state  shows 
how  impossible  it  is  to  detect  the  cases  which  spread  infection,  with- 
out the  aid  of  bacteriological  diagnosis. 

I trust,  that  in  the  future,  a public  laboratory  will  be  available 
for  the  use  of  all  Medical  Practitioners  for  the  examination  of  all 
suspected  cases  occurring  in  the  County.  It  would  be  an  inestimable 
benefit  to  the  community,  and  if  it  could  be  followed  up  by  a public 
supply  of  antitoxin,  the  benefits  would  be  greater  still. 

In  the  Boughton  district  there  were  17  cases  and  1 death. 

These  epidemics  filled  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  Eural 
District  Council  then  provided  a public  nurse  and  public  supply  of 
antitoxin. 

As  soon  as  a suspicious  case  was  reported,  the  nurse  went  under 
my  instructions  to  the  house  and  injpcted  antitoxin  and  gave 
prophylactic  doses  to  the  other  children  in  the  house.  She  also 
attended  to  the  nursing  of  the  cases. 

This  method  of  treatment  met  with  great  success,  for  the  antitoxin 
was  given  at  the  earliest  possible  stage  of  the  disease,  and  amongst 
these  cases  there  were  no  deaths. 

Three  cases  occurred  in  Boughton  Church  Schools,  and 
l)acteriological  examination  proved  negative.  Isolation  of  the  infected 
cases  and  destruction  of  pencils  proved  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
disease  spreading  in  this  school. 

My  most  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Howarth  and  his 
colleague,  for  their  advice  and  assistance  in  that  most  trying  time. 

Had  there  been  no  County  laboratory,  the  Boughton  epidemic 
might  have  been  very  much  worse,  and  have  continued  for  months. 

I may  say  that  the  laboratory  was  not  established  in  time  for 
the  beginning  of  the  epedemic  at  Hernhill  schools,  or  the  disease 
would  probably  have  been  traced  and  cut  short  sooner. 

I have  since  liad  many  children  reported  as  absent  from  school 
with  suspicious  tliroats  examined  at  the  County  lalioratory,  hut  there 
has  been  no  further  epidemic. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  outbreak  of  diphtheria  have  been  dealt  with  under  th(' 
heading  of  schools,  but  there  have  been  many  outbreaks  of  scarlet 
fever  checked  during  the  year. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  we  investigated,  isolated, 
and  checked  outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  parishes  of  Ospringe, 
Sheldwich,  Badlesmere,  Graveney,  Preston,  Oare,  Boughton,  Selling, 
and  Newnham,  and  the  fact  that  the  total  of  cases  in  the  whole  of 
those  parishes  was  limited  to  28,  showed  the  value  of  prompt  isola- 
tion in  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

In  May  there  was  an  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  at  Oare  and 
Luddenham  amongst  the  children  attending  Luddenham  Schools.  I 
recommended  closure  of  the  Schools  from  May  19th  to  Junellth. 
Inspection  of  all  the  children  in  the  school  failed  to  disclose  the 
origin  of  the  infection,  so  I visited  the  houses  of  those  absent  from 
school  and  found  two  children,  who  had  not  seen  a doctor,  peeling 
after  scarlet  fever.  They  were  isolated  and  the  epidemic  ended. 

In  the  summer  there  was  much  scarlet  fever  in  the  town  of 
Baversham  and  the  Eural  Parishes  bordering  it. 

MEASLES. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  in  December  in  North  Preston 
Infant  School.  The  Correspondent  wrote  to  me  requesting  that  I 
should  close  the  schools  as  the  poor  attendance  was  seriously  affect- 
ting  the  teachers’  salary.  As  the  epidemic  was  fully  established  I 
recommended  the  managers  to  confer  with  the  School  Medical  Ofiicer, 
and  the  Schools  were  closed  by  them. 

In  December  an  outbreak  occurred  at  Stalisfield  Schools,  when 
the  same  course  was  recommended. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Ten  cases  were  notified  and  admitted  to  Beacon  Hill,  x\n 
analysis  of  these  cases  shows  that  three  were  admitted  for  observa- 
tion and  discliarged  after  a few  days,  as  I was  satisfied  they  were 
not  typhoid.  One  case  was  a case  of  acute  miliary  tuberculosis  of 
the  lungs  (verified  post-mortem).  Two  cases  came  from  outside  the 
district.  This  left  four  fresh  cases  arising  in  the  district  for  the  year. 

With  regard  to  the  Physical  Features,  Occupations  of  the 
inhabitants.  House  accommodation,  &c.,  I beg  to  refer  to  my  repoi’t 
of  1908. 


SUPERVISION  OF  MIDWIVES- 


The  supervision  of  Midwives  was  taken  over  by  the  Kent  County 
Council  on  April  1st. 
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BEACON  HILL  HOSPITAL 

Owin^r,  as  iDcntioned  in  my  report  on  the  diphtheria  in  Hernhill 
cin  oughton,  to  the  various  outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever,  cases  had  to 
)e  le  used  admission  for  a short  time  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
ihis  will  account  for  the  low  percentage  of  admission  of  total  cases 
when  compared  with  previous  years.  (See  Table). 

I am  glad  to  report  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  onlv 
oui  cases  in  Beacon  Hill,  and  one  of  these  was  a suspicious  case 
sent  in  tor  observation,  which  proved  negative. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  fresh  cases  of  notifi- 
able disease  in  the  district  occurring  in  each  quarter  since  1897,  and 
the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Beacon  Hill  Hospital 

Number  of  Fresh  Cases  Notified. 


Quarter 


1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 


II 


60 

90 

56 

54 

44 

35 

31 

15 

34 

24 

48 

54 

63 


53 

53 

73 

58 

32 

20 

19 

6 

35 
38 
37 
41 

36 


III  ' IV 


49 

45 
68 

46 
25 
43 
18 
28 
41 
22 
32 
24 
28 


100 

47 
82 
76 

48 
37 
22 
16 
36 
27 
57 

49 
17 


Number  of  cases  admitted  to  Beacon 
Hill  Hospital. 

Total 

I 

' II 

III 

IV 

Total 

262 

31 

25 

26 

47 

129 

235 

51 

20 

28 

18 

117 

279 

11 

38 

44 

36 

129 

234 

30 

27 

24 

44 

125 

149 

23 

17 

19 

31 

90 

135 

23 

9 

37 

14 

83 

91 

12 

16 

8 

7 

43 

65 

12 

2 

21 

14 

49 

146 

20 

31 

34 

32 

117 

111 

19 

26 

18 

15 

78 

173 

36 

27 

26 

51 

140 

168 

47 

40 

23 

39 

149 

144 

46 

28 

21 

12 

107 

A • 4 : Bogerson,  the  popular  Matron  and 

ssistant  Matron  at  Beacon  Hill  tor  the  past  15  years,  resigned  their 
posts,  as  they  are  giving  up  work  in  May,  to  my  great  regret.  Miss 
Tate,  the  new  Matron,  began  her  duties  on  May  19th. 

HOP-PICKING- 

hop-picking  season  was  very  short,  and  there  was  very  little 
sickness  reported  amongst  the  pickers.  ^ 

hf  bye-laws  have  not  been  adopted  by  the  Rural 

Dist  let  Council,  the  publicity  given  to  the  matter  has  led  to  much 
^leatei  care  being  exercised  by  the  hop  growers,  and  there  is  a con- 
tinued improvement  in  the  conditions  to  be  reported. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

r.  will  be  found  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Insnector 

t will  bo  seen  from  this  that  a very  large  n umber  of  nuisances  and 
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sanitary  defects  are  hein^  remedied.  The  special  survey  of  the 
district  has  ^nven  the  Sanitary  Inspector  much  help  in  havin"  these 
nuisances  remedied. 


CONTROL  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  is  no  general  notification  of  tuherculosis  in  the  district. 
Pauper  cases,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  District  Medi(jal  Officers, 
are  mostly  sent  to  Sanatoria  outside  the  district. 

Beyond  the  Public  Health  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1908,  for 
the  notification  of  pauper  cases  of  pulmonary  tuherculosis,  no  system 
of  notification  is  in  operation.  Disinfection  of  houses  where  tuber- 
cular patients  have  died  or  moved  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

During  the  year  I have  received  five  notifications  of  pauper 
cases  (Form  A,),  and  eight  (Form  B.),  referring  to  twelve  separate 
pauper  cases  of  consumption, 

RAINFALL. 

I am  again  indebted  to  Messrs.  Ivo  Neame  and  Honeyball  for 
the  year’s  record  of  rainfall  in  Selling  and  Teynham.  ^ These  two 
places  are  at  opposite  ends  of  the  district.  Teynham  is  about  25 
feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  Selling  253  feet. 


1909. 
.Tan  nary 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


Teynham. 

•78 

1-11 

2-82 

1-40 

1- 04 
2 82 

2- 87 

2- 45 

3- 30 
5-23 

•88 

3-76 


28-46 


Selling. 

•89 

•86 

4-02 

1- 79 
1-11 

3- 65 

2- 72 
2‘82 

4- 13 
6-73 

•83 

5- 15 

34-70 


The  totals  for  1908  were — 

Teynham— 20'21  inches.  Selling— 25-21  inches. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  at  Selling,  48  24f. 


I have  the  honour  to  he.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PRIDEAUX  SELBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  TT>''alth. 


11  til  January,  191  O' 
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APPENDIX  A. 


Reference  Number  in  Map 


Date  of  Inspection 
Occupier 


Parish 

Occupation 


Owner 

Description  of  House  When  built 

Roof  and  gutters 

Infectious  disease  in  house 
Number  of  living  rooms 
Number  of  bedrooms  and  size 

Occupants  of  bedrooms  Over  10  Under  10 

Condition  of  walls  as  to  moisture 
V entilation  of  Bedrooms 

SCULLERY.  Sink  Discharge  over  proper  Channel 

Drain  Trap 


CESSPOOL  : Position  by  Compass 
Description 

Distance  from  nearest  water  supply 


Subsoil 


Ventilation 


Cover  to  ventilation  pipe 


CLOSET.  Description 


Ventilation 


Number  using 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Position 


Are  aimals  kept  ? 
Difficulties 


Distance  from  house 


Carried  out  (date) 


Remedies  ordered 
Sketch  Plan  (see  other  side) 


Assistant  Sanitary  Surveyor. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


FAVERSHAM, 


15th  January,  1910 


To  Dr.  Prideaux  Selby, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

IMversham  Rural  District. 


Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  27th  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  the  31st  December,  1909,  from  which  you  will  see  that  good 
progress  is  being  made  in  getting  some  improvements  carried  out^  to 
tbe  many  unsatisfactory  privies  and  middens  which  exist  in  the  district. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  deal  with  all  in  the  same  way,  some  will 
be  converted  into  earth  Earth  Closets  with  movable  pails,  and  others 
into  Pan  Closets  properly  trapped  and  ventilated,  but  where  the 
existing  Privy  is  to  remain,  suitable  ventilation  will  be  provided  both 
to  the  Privy  and  the  Midden.  I hope  in  time  to  get  the  householders 
to  see  the  necessity,  and  to  regularly  use  dry  earth  and  ashes  in  the 
Privy  Midden. 

Where  the  Pail  Closets  are  in  use  I find  the  tenants  are  very 
dilatory  and  will  not  use  the  dry  earth  and  screened  ashes,  consequ- 
ently the  pails  are  very  wet  and  offensive. 

Perhaps  with  constant  reminders  by  letter  with  full  instructions, 
and  frequent  visitation,  this  great  difficulty  maybe  overcome,  and 
householders  will  see  the  great  benefit  of  treating  all  Privy  Middens 
and  Pails  on  the  dry  earth  system. 

I find  very  little  difficulty  with  the  Closets  fitted  with  Pans  and 
Traps,  although  most  of  them  are  only  hand  flushed,  they  are 
usually  kept  clean  and  in  working  order. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Nuisances  abated  and 
Improvements  made,  together  with  particulars  of  Inspections,  &c.  : 

House  to  house  Inspection 

Premises  Re-inspected  ...  ••• 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  Inspections 
Slaughter-House  Inspections 
Factory  and  Workshop  Inspections 
Rooms  Disinfected 


655] 
2,287  f 


2,942 

41 

36 

98 

20 
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Public  Schools  Disinfected  throughout  ...  ...  ...  4 

Letters  and  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  408 

Total  Nuisances  abated  and  Improvements  made  ...  ...  649 

Eooms  Disinfected  by  the  Attendant  who  goes  with  Ambulance 

to  remove  Fever  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Infections  cases  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1^2 

Nuisances  Abated  and  Improvements  made  to  House  Drainage 

and  Cesspools. 


Drains  repaired,  altered,  improved  and  ventilated  ...  ...  58 

New  Drain  Traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

New  and  improved  Drainage  constructed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Drains  Cleaned  or  Unstopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cesspools  Improved  and  Ventilated  ...  ...  ...  63 

New  Cesspools  Constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  II 

New  Covers  to  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Empty  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Defective  Old  Cesspools  filled  up...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  ...  206 


TO  CLOSETS  AND  PRIVIES. 

Cleanse,  Bepair  and  Ventilate  Privies  and  Closets  ...  ...  175 

Empty  and  Cleanse  Privy  Vaults  or  Pails  ...  ...  ...  55 

To  apply  dry  earth  and  ashes  to  Middens  and  Pails  ...  ...  45 

Privies  converted  into  Pan  Closets  ...  ...  ...  13 

Privies  converted  into  Earth  Closets  ...  ...  ...  22 

New  Closets  Erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Provide  new  Pails  to  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cleanse  Dirty  Closet  Pans...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  331 


TO  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Clean  out  Wells  or  Bain  Water  Tanks  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bepair  and  Be-instate  Pumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bepair  and  Be-instate  Well  Kerbs  and  Covers  ...  ...  5 

New  Covers  to  Bain  Water  Tanks  ...  ...  ...  2 

To  provide  Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

To  Close  Wells...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lay  on  Water  Service  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bepair  Leaky  Water  Traps  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  ...  18 
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TO  DWELLING  HOUSES- 

Eepair,  Cleanse  and  Re-instate  the  interior  and  exterior  of 


Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dwelling  Houses  condemned  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Repair  Eaves,  Gutters  and  Down  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  6 

Provide  New  Glazed  Sinks  ...  ...  ..  ...  4 

Repair  Leaky  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Remedy  Damp  Floors  of  Living  Room  ...  ...  ...  1 

Remedy  Offensive  smell  under  Floor  of  Living  Room  ...  1 


Total  ...  24 


MISCELLANEOUS, 

To  close  Huts  used  as  Dwellings 
To  repair  defective  yard  paving 
To  repair  paving  of  Slaughter  House 
To  clean  out  ditches  and  water  courses... 

To  fill  up  slop  holes  ... 

To  remove  pig  sty 
To  empty  ash-pits 
To  remove  refuse  and  privy  soil 
To  clear  out  offensive  stock  yards 
To  cleanse  and  limewash  Cow  Sheds 

To  cleanse  and  limewash  ceilings  of  Bakehouses  (F.  and  W.  Act) 


3 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 

12 

2 

2 

37 

3 


Total  ...  70 


Seven  new  Dwelling  Houses  have  been  erected  in  the  district 
during  the  year,  and  additions  to  three  dwellings  have  been  made,  and 
in  connection  with  part  of  these  works,  6 plans  were  submitted  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  Buildings  Bye  Laws,  and  duly  approved 
by  the  Council. 

Four  Water  Certificates  have  been  granted,  or  new  dwelling 
houses  completed  and  occupied. 

Five  Water  Samples  have  been  taken  and  submitted  to  the  public 
Analyst,  whose  reports  upon  three  of  the  samples  were  not 
satisfactory. 

The  public  Sewers  at  Boughton,  Brents  and  Oare,  are  regularly 
attended  to,  and  by  frequent  flushing  are  kept  in  good  working  order. 

The  Scavenging  Contractor  at  Teynham  and  Lynsted  has  had 
great  diflicidty  in  keeping  the  constantly  overflowing  cesspools 
properly  emptied,  owing  to  the  heavy  rainfall,  and  also  to  the  new 
water  services  recently  laid  on  to  many  of  the  cottages  at  Barrow 
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Green  and  Greenstreet.  I)urin^'  the  year,  613  cesspools  and  158 
privy  middens  have  been  cleared,  and  2031  van  loads  and  162  cart 
loads  removed  from  such  cesspools  and  privies. 

475  cart  loads  of  ashes  and  house  refuse  have  also  been 
remmved. 

The  whole  of  the  Cow  sheds  and  Dairies  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year  and  the  alterations  recommended  some  time  ago  have 
been  carried  out,  and  there  is  a decided  improvement  in  the  general 
state  of  the  Cow  sheds.  There  are  37  persons  on  the  Eegister,  being 
an  increase  of  one  on  the  year. 

The  Public  Water  Supplies  at  Boughton,  Staple  Street,  and 
Conyer  are  of  excellent  quality,  and  the  machinery  and  pumps  are  in 
good  working  order,  and  require  no  further  comment. 

The  free  wharves  at  Oare  Stray,  used  for  the  unloading  of 
manure,  are  regularly  cleared,  and  all  freights  removed  at  the  time 
of  unloading,  and  the  Council’s  regulations  duly  carried  out. 

In  September  last,  during  the  Hop-picking  Season,  I visited 
2610  Hop  Huts,  Tents  and  Buildings  provided  for  the  Hop  pickers 
brought  into  the  district,  of  this  number,  269  Huts  were  not  used, 
shewing  there  was  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  persons 
engaged,  as  compared  with  previous  years. 

I sent  out  the  usual  notices  to  Hop  growers,  asking  for  the 
limewashing  and  cleansing  of  the  interior  of  Hop  Huts  and  Latrines 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Pickers,  but  only  about  one  third  of  the 
Huts  were  limewashed. 

The  usual  difficulties  were  experienced  with  the  Latrines,  which 
are  in  a very  foul  and  dirty  state  after  2 or  3 days  use,  and  the 
children  too  often  are  the  cause  of  the  trouble. 

Notices  have  been  fixed  at  suitable  places  near  the  polluted 
streams  in  Hernhill  parish,  warning  the  public  against  the  using  of 
the  stream  water  for  drinking  purposes. 

With  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Johnson,  who  is  making  a house  to 
house  survey  of  the  district,  I am  now  able  to  deal  more  thoroughly 
with  existing  nuisances  in  the  manner  already  referred  to  in  the 
earlier  part  of  this  report. 

I remain,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

WILLIAM  J.  COE,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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II 

III 

Institutions  within 

Institutions  outside 

Other  Institutions,  the 

tlie  District  receiving 

the  District  receiving 

deaths  in  which  have 

sick  and  infirm 

sick  and  inlirm 

been  distributed  among 

persons  I'rom  outside 

persons  from  the 

the  several  localities 

the  District 

District 

in  the  District 

Favereh am  U n ion 

Nil 

Infirmary  and 
Workhouse 


Faversham  Urban 
Isolation  Hos- 
pital 


Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District?  Yes. 


Table  III— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year,  1909 

Name  of  District,  FAVEDSHAM  RURAL. 
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Isolation  Hospital— Beacon  Hill  Infectious  Hospital  of  the  Paversham  Rural  District  Council. 
The  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Faversham  Urban  District  Council  is  situated  in  the  Rural  District. 
Total  available  beds— 36.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated— 4. 
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TABLE  TV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1909. 

Name  of  District  EAVEITSHAM  RURAL. 


1 Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  Ages, 

Total 

Deaths 
whether  of 
“Residents” 
or  “Non- 
Residents” 
in  Pubb’c 
Institutions 
in  the 
District 

All 
4ges  If 

Un- 
nr  1 

1 

1 to 

5 

5 to  1 
1.5  1 

1.5  to 
25 

26  to 

65 

65  and 
i upwards 

W ork- 

house 

j Rural 

I Isolation 
Hospital 

Urban 

Isolation 

Ho<i)ital 

1 Small -pox 

i 

„ 

• » 

1 Measles 

. 

• « 

■ • 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

• • 

• • 

1 Whooping  Cough 

1 

• I 

1 

• • 

• • 

• « 

1 Diphtheria  & jMembranous 

o 

1 Croup  . . 

3 

. • 

2 

1 

2 

• 

4 

1 Croup 

. • 

• ■ 

• • 

• t 

• • 

• • • 

1 \ Typhus 

• • 

• t 

1 Fever  [ Enteric 

1 

( • 

. • 

1 

• • 

1 

• • 

i 

I ) Other  continued... 

, , 

• • 

- 

. • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 Epidemic  Influenza 

1 

■ - 

1 

• * 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 Cholera 

• • • 

• 9 

1 Plague 

« • 

• * 

1 Diarrhoea  . . 

2 

1 

1 

. . 

. . 

• • 

• • 

1 Enteritis  . . 

3 

2 

1 

• • 

1 huerperal  Fever  . . 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 Erysipelas  . . 

1 

1 

> • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 Phthisis  (Pulmonaiy 

1 Tuberculosis  . . 

13 

• • 

1 

3 

9 

1 

1 

• « 

2 

1 Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

4 

• A 

1 

2 

1 

. . 

• * 

• ■ 

• • 

• • 

1 Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

15 

1 

• • 

. • 

• • 

7 

7 

2 

2 

1 Bronchitis  . . 

8 

1 

] 

1 

• • 

• • 

5 

• • 

• • 

1 Pneumonia 

13 

3 

. . 

3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

• • 

• • 

2 

1 Pleurisy 

• • 

« • 

• • 

• « 

1 Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

1 tory  Organs  . . 

1 

• * 

• • 

* • 

J 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of 

1 Inver  . . 

1 

1 

1 

« • 

• • 

X 

1 Venereal  Diseases 

1 

• • 

. . 

• 

1 

1 

1 

• 

1 

1 Premature  Birth  . . 

• • 

• • • 

1 Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

1 Parturition 

1 

1 

• 

• • 

• 

• » 

1 Heart  Diseases 

17 

• • 

• 

1 

8 

8 

3 

• 

• 

3 

1 Accidents  . . 

7 

9 

1 

• t 

1 

3 

2 

2 

• • 

• 

2 

1 Suicides 

3 

3 

• • 

f • 

• • 

i 

... 

1 Apoplexy  and  Paralysis 

14 

« • 

. . 

• • 

« « 

4 

10 

4 

• • 

4 

-1 

1 Kidney  Diseases  . . 

4 

1 

1 

• • 

1 

1 Senile  Decay 

35 

. , 

• • 

. • 

3 

35 

16 

• • 

1 () 

1 Blood  Poisoning  . . 

2 

. . 

« » 

. . 

1 

1 

• . 

1 All  other  causes  . . 

27 

3 

2 

1 

2 

9 

11 

11 

1 All  causes  . . 

171 

1 18 

10 

9 

49 

82 

44 

4 

\ 

j 

TABLE  V — FAVERSHAIY1  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Ii^tile  IHortality  during  the  year  1909.  Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  weeks  and  months  under  I year  of  age. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year,  1909. 

Fo«*  the  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  FAVERSHAM, 

On  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

jfactorics,  Morhsbops,  2.auiibi-ieB,  Morhplaccs  d IboineworH 


1-INSPECTiON. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances 


Premises. 

Inspections 

Number  of 

Written  Notices 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

IG 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)... 

82 

3 

Nil. 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  part  3 of  this  Report 

0 

98 

3 

— 

2,-DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  ruhlic  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  Nuisances 


Offences  under  the  Factory  cS*  Workshop  Act; 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
houses (s.  101) 

Breach  of  s])ecial  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 
work which  are  included  in  Part  3 
of  this  Report) 

Total  ... 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

3 

3 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil, 
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Nil. 

Nil, 

Sanitary 
accommodat  i on 


insufficient 
unsuitable  or  defective 
not  separate  for  sexes  . 


3. -HOME  WOHH. 


Nature  of  Work 

Inspection  of  Outworkers’  Premises 

Wearing  Apparel — 

1 —  Making,  &c. 

2 —  Cleaning  & Washing... 

Nil, 

) 9 
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Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  82  In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  . 
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